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BABYLON 5 EDITION 


PETER JURASIK STEPS FROM THE SHADOWS 


Conducted at Babylonian Productions, 
Sun Valley, California, January 12, 1996, 
by Michael Zmuda with Tom Bateman. 


The Centaurian Sentinel: How did you become 
involved in B5? 

Peter Jurasik: Like any other television show 
or movie my agent called me, told me a little 
about the script, said do you want to read for 
this. As | usually say, “I'll read anything, send it 
over to the house.” So they sent it over, | read 
it. They had noted to me that they wanted me 
to read the Londo character, so | paid attention 
to that character - immediately | loved that 
character. | called Joe Straczynski and asked 
him if he wanted me to do anything in particular, 
if he had any ideas for the character's accent. 
He said no, do whatever you want to do. That 
freedom was a terrific initial indication that it 
was going to be a fun job because Joe didn't 
say, “no, not here, this, this, this and this,” but, 
“go ahead, let's see what you do with it,” which 
was great. Curiously enough | only auditioned 
once for the part. Most of the time you at least 
audition twice, and then call back. | had a anoth- 
er job in New York [at the time], so | auditioned 
for Joe. Our first director, Richard Compton, 
was there. | auditioned for them and then went 
and took the job in New York. So when they had 
offered me the part they had only seen me one 
time. The only other really curious thing that 
happened was, | don’t know how many actors 
they saw for all the parts of BABYLON 5, but 
there must have been hundreds, and by quirk of 
fate, in a little 10 minute or 15 minute slot, 
Andreas and | auditioned back-to-back, which is 
kind of amazing when you think about it. 
Obviously they don’t put all the Londo’s on the 
same day, so we don't sit in the same room 
with all the guys reading Londo. They will put a 
Londo, then a G'Kar, a Sheridan, or a Sinclair in 
this case. They mix the actors up, but it just so 
happened that the person | sat down next to in 
the waiting room was Andreas Katsulas. | went 
in and read, he went in and read after me. We 
had chatted a little, we had never met before, 
even though we were with the same agency. 
We chatted a little about the script, never think- 
ing that | would see him again, and then lo and 
behold we both are cast. That’s pretty rare. 
CS: It's just remarkable comparing Londo to 
Sid the Snitch, the slimy little street person you 
played on Hill Street Blues and Beverly Hills 
Buntz. Did you come in to your audition knowing 
the intonation of the character, the way you 
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talked, did you come in with that voice? 

PJ: For Londo, that was one of the things | 
auditioned with, | had auditioned with that voice. 
That was one of the things | ask when | made 
that initial call to Joe, | said to him, “how should 
he talk, he’s an alien.” Joe 
said, “You know what, 
whatever you want 
to do, you go 
ahead and 
impose some- 
thing on 
him.” | had 
just done a 
play downtown and 
decided it would be 
fun to mix three 
or four different. 
accents 
together and 
shake them 
up and 
throw them 
out. It would 
be fun to 
go back 
and 


Peter Jurasik 
Centauri’s Ambassador to BABYLON 5, 
Londo Mollari 


find the tapes, because somewhere there are 
tapes of all of us auditioning for BABYLON 5. In 
terms of what the character sounded like, 
Londo sounded like that from the inception of 
him, in my backyard walking around with the 
script two days before the first audition. 
Somewhere | decided that Mr. Garibaldi was 
going to be “MR. GARIBALD!” (in Londo’s voice), 
and it stuck. Regretfully so, or not, we got it. | 
never regret it actually, l'm really happy. If you 
were somebody who watched Sid, I’m much 
more comfortable doing a full kind of character, 
move into somebody else. It gives me the ability 
to be me and hang out, as Peter. 

CS: What was your first impression of the 
Londo character? 

PJ: When | think back to the pilot, what | liked 


about the character in the pilot was that there 
was potential for him to be both humorous, and 
funny, and light. But the bitterness that was in 
the character was what appealed to me first of 
all. That's a little like saying would you like 
Comparé to drink, or some bitter drink. What 
initially drew me to Londo was not the happy 
part of Londo, the funny Londo was the bitter 
art of him, the part that was dripping bile in 
his stomach and making him drink so much. 
The scene with Garibaldi in the pilot at the 
bar, about how far the Centauri Republic 
_ Empire has fallen, that was the one 
{impression] initially. Within that | can see 
the ability for him to be funny, that’s what | look 
for in the context. 
CS: Not a care in the world. 
: Certainly not one that he was willing to 
cknowledge. 
: Originally Londo was nicknamed 
‘Bozo the Clown”. At this point in the 
story arc your character is pretty 
erious . Did you know what direc- 
ian your character was going in? 
J: | had no idea of the specifics of 
here it was going to go. First of all 
u have to understand that when 
we did the pilot we only imagined 
hat we were doing a two hour pilot, 
O | thought that Londo was going to 
be three scenes or five scenes, what 
ver | had, and that was going to be the 
end of Londo Mollari. As Edward G. 
Robinson said, “What? The end of Londo 
Mollari?! Can this be the end?” But that’s 
what | thought, | thought it was going to be a 
two hour movie and | was going to move on to 
the next gig. Between that pilot we shot, that 
movie called “Babylon 5”, and the first episode, | 
did maybe six or seven other characters, so | 
didn’t even know | was coming back as Londo. In 
terms of wether he had the potential to do it, as 
| said that was one of big draws and Joe made 
me aware of that. He had the potential to be 
quite funny and quite comedic, but he was going 
into darker places that had been underlying, a 
real heaviness. In fact that intrigued me, kept 
me going, | didn’t know where it was going. | 
told Joe in the first season let's make him as far 
out and as funny and outrageous as we can. | 
would just encourage Joe to make him more 
outrageous, because the further we get outra- 
geous this would pay off stronger. | knew that if 
we could be really bizarre and have people think, 
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UPCOMING CONVENTIONS WITH BABYLON 5 PERSONNEL 


Following are conventions that will be featuring 
BABYLON 5 personalities. Be aware that guest 
changes may occur due to last minute problems - 
unless a guest is confirmed to attend they may not 
have a commitment to appear! For a quick response 
to any inquiries send an SASE. D 
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Trek Expo ’96, July 19-21, Marriot Southern Hills, 
Tulsa, OK. Claudia Christian is scheduled to attend. 
Contact: Trek Expo ’96, 2130 S. Sheridan, Tulsa, 
OK 74129; 918/834-9636. 

Fantasticon, August 2-4, Los Angeles Airport and 
Hilton Towers, Los Angeles, CA. Bruce Boxleitner, 
Peter Jurasik, Mira Furlan, Richard Biggs, Stephen 
Furst, Pat Tallman and Walter Koenig are scheduled 
to appear. Contact: Fantasticon, RO. Box 821673, 
South Florida, FL 33082-1673. 


Toronto Trek 10, August 2-4, Regal Constellation 
Hotel, Toronto, Quebec, CN. Jerry Doyle is scheduled 
to appear. Contact: Toronto Trek, Suite 0116, Box 
187, 65 Front St. West, Toronto, Ontario M5J 1E6; 
416/699-4666; skyracer@ix.netcom.com; 

t.shell1 @genie.com. 

Crescent City Con 11, August 2-4, Quality Hotel, 
Metarie, LA. Mojo is a guest. Contact: Crescent City 
Con, PO. Box 52622, New Orleans, LA 70150- 
2622; 504/833-8211; CCCXI@aol.com . 


Concorde ’96, August 23-26, Radisson Edwardian 
Hotel, Heathrow, England. Patricia Tallman is sched- 
uled to appear. Contact: Concorde '96, 138 
Crosslands, Stantonbury, Milton Keynes, MK14 
6DF, England. 

Shadow Con. August 24, Sheraton Tara Hotel, 
Merrimack, NH / August 25, Sheraton Tara Hotel, 
South Portland, ME. Claudia Christian is scheduled 
to appear at both locations. Contact Phoenix 
Productions, PO. Box 496, Biddeford, ME 04005. 


Creation Valley Forge, August 24-25, Convention 
Center, Valley Forge, PA. Mira Furlan is scheduled to 
appear. Contact: Creation, 411 N. Central #300, 
Glendale, CA 91203; 818/409-0960. 


LA Con 3, a.k.a. 54th World Science Fiction 
Con, August 29-September 2, Hilton Hotel, Marriott 
Hotel, Anaheim Convention Center, Anaheim, CA. 


Guests are to include JMS, Bill Mumy, Peter David, 
Larry DiTillio, David Gerrold, and John Vornholt. 
Hugo Awards will be presented at this event - B5 is 
up for “Best Dramatic Presentation” for “The Fall Of 
Night”. Contact: S.C.I.F.l., RO. Box 8442, Van Nuys, 
CA 91409; http://lacon3.worldcon.org . 


Knight Star Con Il, August 30-September 1, 
Holiday Inn Bordeaux, Fayetteville, NC. Richard Biggs 
is scheduled to appear. Contact: Knight Star Con, 
1515 Mill Creek Church Road, Monroe, NC 28810; 
704/782-0697; PieKSG@aol.com. 


Midcon 15, October 4-6, Holiday Inn, Leicester, 
England. Richard Biggs is scheduled to appear. 
Contact: Midcon 15, 8 Ennerdale Close, 
Leichester LE2 4TN United Kingdom; 
midcon@palomino.demon.co.uk 


Rising Star, October 12, Salem, VA. Richard Biggs 
is scheduled to appear. Contact: Rising Star 
Productions, 545 Howard Drive, Salem, VA 24153; 
703/389-9400. 

Necronomicon ’96, October 11-13, Tampa, FL. 
JMS is GOH. Contact: Necronomicon '96, PO. Box 
2706, Riverview, FL 33569; 813/677-6347. 


Atlanta StarCon & Comics, November 1-3, 
Marriott Century Center Hotel, Atlanta, GA. Guests 
include Michael O'Hare. Contact: 482 Gardner 
Road, Stockbridge, GA 30281. 


i 


United Fan Con VI, November 1-3, Sheraton 
Monarch Place Hotel, Springfield, MA. Guests 
include Jeff Conaway. For more information, send a 
SASE to: United Fan Can, 500 Monroe Turnpike, 
Monroe, CT 06468; (617) 986-TREK; 

http: //www.pcnet.com/~alanr/ufc.html . 
Assimilation ’96, November 15-18, Britannia 
Hotel, Daventry, Northampton, UK. Jason Carter is 
scheduled to appear. Contact: Assimilation, 77 
Holyrood Avenue, South Harrow, Middx, HA2 8UD, 
United Kingdom. 

LosCon, November 24-26, Burbank,CA. There is a 
possibility that JMS will be attending. 

Stellar Occasion, December 27-29, Dallas, TX. 
Walter Koenig is scheduled to appear. 
FantastiCon ’97, May 31-June 2, 1997, Sheraton 
Hotel, Munich, Germany, and Sheraton Hotel, 
Frankfurt am Main, Germany. Claudia Christian, 
Peter Jurasik and Greg Funk are scheduled to 
appear. Contact: 0180-5 30 31 01. 

Westercon, July 3-6, 1997, Sheraton Hotel and 
Towers, Seattle, WA. JMS will be GOH. 

Jumpgate ’97, July 5-6, 1997. Mira Furlan, 
Stephen Furst, and Walter Koenig are confirmed 
guests. Peter Jurasik and JMS are currently 
unconfirmed. 
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“gee, he’s just a fun-loving kind of drunk,” that 
this season and the second season would pay off 
stronger. 

CS: So you were aware that Londo was going to 
change? 

PJ: Oh absolutely. | new he was going to get 
dark, | didn’t know specifically how it was going 
to happen, but | knew that eventually we were 
going to go for darker tones. 

CS: What do you think you brought to the role 
that wasn’t written. 

PJ: (a long pause) You can’t help but bring your 
own physical stuff to it. The sketch of Londo that 
| looked at that afternoon that Andreas and | 
were sitting in the waiting room waiting to go in 
and read, they had sketches of all our charac- 
ters, and Londo was even much piggier, and 
maybe even boarish, he just had a big fat neck 
and a role of fat around his neck. So | bring my 
own physical presence. Beyond that | don’t know 
what else to say. And | don’t mean it in a falsely 
humble way, but it is Joe Straczynski’s character 
and | just put it on. What | bring to it is for the 
audience to say, or for Joe to say, not me. | do 
his words, | take Joe's words and let Londo do 
them. 

CS: Before this role have you had any run-in with 
the science fiction genre? 

PJ: | like the way you use run-in. Had | been 
mugged by seience fiction fans, jumped in an 
alleyway by science fiction freaks? No, my sci- 
ence fiction background as a lot of people know 
was Tron, a movie that Bruce Boxleitner was 
also in - there were only about six humans in 
that. | had a fight to the death scene with Jeff 
Bridges. | had a part in Enemy Mine with Lou 
Gossett Jr. and Dennis Quaid. That was a really 
neat part, an interesting part, and then eventual- 
ly it ended all getting cut because the director 
switched in the middle. Richard Longcrane 
directed the first part of the movie, and then 
Wolfgang Peterson took over and finished the 
movie. In the meantime | was in Budapest, 
Hungry waiting for Richard Longcrane’s cast to 
leave Iceland and come and start shooting the 
section of the movie that | was in. It kept on 
delaying me, eventually it moved on to Germany 
and Wolfgang. Those are my ‘run-ins’ with 
science fiction. 

CS: How do you personally feel about the 
changes that Londo is going through? 

PJ: | think they are great. | don't put any moral 
judgement on Londo. Some people say, “oh gee, 
how can he do those terrible things?” . . . “and 
this war that he is so heavily part of’. . . “and 
the use of mass drivers,” for instance, and stuff 
like that. | put no moral judgement on that, that’s 
not for me to do. The nice thing about my rela- 
tionship with Londo, as opposed to yours or any- 
body else who is watching, is my relationship 
with Londo. | come to him as Peter's relationship 
with Londo, | come to him without any judgement 
because | have to be able to take whatever the 
script is and support it. So, when you ask me 
what do | think of changes | think, YIPPEE! As 
long as he keeps on growing. Every time | open a 
script and there’s a line for Londo to say, I'm 
happy that there is a great change, it’s good 


growth. Personally | make no judgement on it. At 
one of the conventions in England | played Londo 
for them. | let them talk to me as Londo, and 

struck upon at that place, | could feel a lot of 

vibes from the English audience about “geez; this 
war, how can you be killing:these Narns.” | reàl- 
ized that was all judgements com- — 
ing from these people. Because 
of my touring around England | 
had flashed offthei 


and their First W 
War is part of man 
make no judgemen 


look at your 
national streng 
CS: Have you = 
had memorable 
moments that are 
above any other 
moments on the 
set? 

PJ: Memorable 
is such a general 
term for me to 
define what you 
mean by that 
because when | 
scan back over 
the two and a half 
seasons and the 
pilot there are moments that | remember. There 
are many, many of them. They are varied and 
sundered. In terms of why | remember them 

and why they pop up in my head, and what they 
are. ... There are humorous moments, there 
are touching moments, there are moments of 
great and really terrific and fun acting stuff. | can 
enumerate any of them. If you can define memo- 
rable for me I'll fill it in. On a personal level there 
is stuff like the actors from the pilot who got 
replaced, how memorable that is for me in 
terms of loosing those people. There is the 
replacement of Michael O'Hare in the arc of this 
story and having Bruce come in, that's memo- 
rable for me. There are people who are part of 
the crew who have left and have gone on. There 
was a pretty heavy tragedy that | won't go into 
that affected our crew two months ago... 
that’s memorable to me. In terms of the acting 
experience there are memorable moments with 
just about each and every person. | think back to 
the relationships earlier on with Jerry Doyle, and 
now Londo has no relationship with Jerry Doyle. 
That's a nice kind of memory to remember back 
to. Jerry and | see each other in the hall and say, 
“hey, how are you, man,” but we don’t get to act 
together anymore. Once in a while we get a 
scene. There is a list as long as your arm of act- 
ing moments with Andreas, acting moments 
where we just couldn't stop and just hold it 
together with Stephen. Stephen is such a pisser 
and such a great guy to be on the set, and truly 
makes you laugh. Memorable, yeah, | got a ton 
of them. 

CS: What is your favorite episode? 

PJ: There are a couple of favorites. | like very 
much “The Coming Of Shadows”, | like the 


Peter Jurasik’s presence on BABYLON 5 has 
has helped it become a successful science fic- 
tion series. 


“Geometry Of Shadows”, that is one of my 


favorites, | particularly like that episode. All of the 


last three closing episodes of season two where 
memorable. It’s hard to pick favorites. I'm sure 
people have given you the metaphor like they are 
all your little children. Some of them stink and 


ible episode, painful for me 
ut there is so much to be 


fay, maybe 60 or 70% of the 
ut of that sad remaining 30 
aybe 20 is acceptable, and 
out of that remaining 10 
only 6% is “okay, great!” 
Very small percentages of 
the scenes of most actors 
make them want to go 
home and say, “hey, | dug 
that!” So in terms of what 
are my favorites its hard to 
answer. Some of the real 
lousy ones are my favorites. 
CS: How would you com- 
pare being part of the cast 
of B5 to past projects, such 
as Hill Street Blues? 

PJ: You know the real dif- 
ference has to do with my 
age. When | was doing Hill 
Street | was a 31 year old actor, almost every- 
one was older then me in the cast. | was the 
young guy in the cast. That is sort of an interest- 
ing take, to walk onto a set and be a young guy. 
From the moment | signed on to this until now, 
I'm 45 years old, I'm the old guy in the cast. 
That's one of the biggest differences. In terms of 
the actual nature of the cast as opposed to my 
personal experience . . . it’s a totally different 
world because Hill Street was such a “popular 
show.” There was a totally different feeling than 
this, this has so much of a cult feeling about it, 
such passion about BABYLON 5, where there 
was just such an excitement about Hill Street 
Blues — you dig the difference? That's how it feels 
different. In terms of the crew, we have great 
crews. John Flinn who is our DP here, director 
of photography, was the DP on Hill Street. That 
feels kind of similar, John Flinn runs both crews 
pretty much the same way. He's just fabulous in 
terms of keeping all of the reins in his hands, 
because he holds all the reins. Just like Joe 
writes all the stories, John, as opposed to the 
directors or anybody else, holds all the reins and 
he makes the train run down the track, makes 
the horses run straight forward. He ran that set 
the way he runs this set. 

CS: What are things you would like to see your 
character do that hasn't been done yet. 

PJ: | obviously would like to have my character 
have a lot more sex scenes, don’t you think? 
Partial nudity, full nudity, full frontal nudity . . . 
don’t we want to see the sex... . ah, no. This is 
Joe’s show. How the cards come out of the deck 
is up to Joe Straczynski. For me to wish that | 
would get four aces to come up, or play a 
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straight, or a full house, really. . . . | can say 
that to you but the truth of the matter is Joe 
surprises me just about every script, so | am 
delighted. The script that | would like best would 
be the one that | open up and the first line says 
“Londo begins monologue” and just goes on, and 
as you keep on turning pages no 
one else is in it. Just Londo, and he 
keeps on talking, talking, talking, 
and when you get to the end it 
ends with Londo, no other charac- 
ters have come into the set, then 
you start part two, it’s a two 
parter, it's Londo again and it just 
keeps on going, because that's the 
way all actors are. So that’s what | 
wish for, okay? But | have nothing 
to say about that, | love what Joe 
has given me. 

CS: Obviously you seem to be lov- 
ing the fandom when it comes to 
BABYLON 5, how do you feel about 
this spotlight? 

PJ: It reverts back a little to my 
Hill Street/BABYLON 5 answer. 
The science fiction fan who watch- 
es BABYLON 5, in my experience, 
is such a unique individual. | live for 
variety, as you know | am an actor. 
As long as the earth is being turned 
over for me everything is okay in my world. It 
has to change. If it becomes the same | start to 
get bored, any artist or any actor can tell you 
that. The science fiction fan is such a unique 
individual that | have not run into before. So 
that’s why | dig the fandom, is that what your'e 
talking about? That’s what | dig so much about 
it. | have not run into people who give a shit as 
much about storylines, who are so detailed and 
understand and listen - they're ravenous, insa- 
tiable in terms of detail - and they want and 
care about character growth and storyline. This 
is not common in all fans. Fans of Hill Street did- 
n't really care about the growth and the arcs of 
characters because we were doing individual 
episodes and kind of moved around. This story- 
line is one big Charles Dickens, you know. Joe 
just keeps the story arcing. For that reason peo- 
ple tune into it. They are a total different people, 
that’s such a turn on for me, those people, to 
get to conventions and actually meet them. | am 
always blown away that they are real people. | 
look at them and | look into their face, and | 
think, “wow!” Just for me to meet you is a trip 
because | have an impression of who you are, 
and finally to meet . . . you're Michael! This is 
Michael! It is a little like “you, you, it’s you!” You 
know what it is a little like, when you watch a 
football game or basketball game. | don’t know if 
you are passionate about any particular sport, 
but you naturally put those people up on a 
[pedestal], you can watch a UCLA basketball 
game and say, “who is Charles O'Bannon?” and 
then you meet him and Charles is a young col- 
lege kid. | think, “wow | really moved that person 
onto another level.” Who is Dion Saunders, real- 
ly - you haven't sat down with Dion Saunders. | 
know you guys must experience that with me. 


You must sit down and think, “this is Peter 
Jurasik who plays Londo? Oh my God! This is 
him?!" But for the fans that’s the way it is for 
me. | see that they are this mass of people. 
When | meet people face to face | am blown 
away, | can’t believe that there are really people 
who watch us and ask me intelligent questions 
like you are doing about Londo. 


o I“ 


Peter Jurasik’s experiences on BABYLON 5 has taken him through the 
gamut of acting with his character. 


CS: |f you were Londo Mollari’s friend what 
would you say to him? 

PJ: At this particular junction you are on thin 
ice with Londo, you have got to be careful with 
what you say. My standard answer to that is, 
“who's buying?” meaning who's getting the 
drinks. The nice thing about it is, Londo, he will 
always buy the drinks. That's a good question. If 
Londo was my friend | would say, “where are we 
eating tonight. Do you want me to bring the 
bottle of wine or are you going to bring the 
Brivari.” That's what | would say to Londo 
Mollari. | wouldn't dare bring up the ‘n’ word - 
the Narn word... . | certainly wouldn’t bring up 
mass drivers. | wouldn’t say anything about the 
war — you would get yourself into a lot of trouble! 
Now look at poor Vir, he nearly got his head 
snapped off six or seven times. Vir really walks 
out on that thin ice too. 

CS: |f you had the acting role of your choice 
what would it be? 

PJ: That changes all the time in the growth of 
an actor, but right now | would really like to play 
lago in Othello. l'm really attracted to that part 
right now, and maybe will get a chance to play it. 
What | like about it is that it is not dissimilar to 
parts that Londo has, which is deception, “I'm 
your friend, but l'm not your friend, I'm on your 
side but I’m not on your side.” There’s some lying 
that goes on, the self-loathing that Londo has. 
Those are some of the things that are classical 
literature, not to put down Joe Straczynski . . . it 
is after all William Shakespeare. That would be 
nice, and the great American classics really 
attract me now. Any of the Tennessee Williams 
plays, Arthur Miller, any of the modern stuff. 
That's the kind of stuff that attracts me now. 
CS: Are there times when you are totally con- 


fused about episodes, when you don’t know how 
to play the part because of the sequence that 
they are shot in? 

PJ: l'm always totally confused about the story- 
lines. | am, that’s true. It’s hard enough for me 
to keep up with Londo’s storyline. In terms of the 
overall view | figure Joe knows where we are 
going, he's steering the ship so he'll get me 
there. | never get confused how to 
play my stuff because | know where 
my storyline is headed. If | ever do 
get confused | merely have to go 
down the hall to Joe’s dark, deep 
cave, (groveling) “Joe,” you hear the 
“GGGRRRRRH!!!” the rumble and 
the roar from within, and enter into 
the place known as the Joe 
Straczynski work room, and he will 
tell me where | am going wrong. | 
never get lost with Londo. In terms 
of the big overall BABYLON 5 story 
. .. I'm like most of the fans, “I 
don’t know what the heck is going 
on!” If you are confused now just 
wait until you see the two parter 
[“War Without End”). 

CS: What was the biggest sur- 
prise you ever had when you were 
reading a script? 

PJ: The single biggest surprise to 
me is when | had Londo take off his 
shirt and saw what was hanging off 
of his chest, those six appendages (laughter 
ensues). The truly biggest surprise is the ending 
of season two with Kosh. | had no idea what Joe 
had up his sleave. What was great about it was 
from Londo’s point of view, wether you believe it 
or not, they asked him what he saw, and he 
said, “I didn’t see anything.” That was my biggest 
surprise. 

CS: When you were doing the dream sequence 
in “The Coming Of Shadows” did Joe give you the 
context of the dream or did he just ask you to 
play the emotion? 

PJ: The interesting thing about that is, because 
Joe doesn’t want to reveal it to Andreas and |, 
we don't want to know! 

CS: How would you compare Londo to other 
roles that you played? 

PJ: The biggest distinction in Londo is | pitched 
this guy at such a high energy in terms of play- 
ing him. You've got to be up to Londo, you can- 
not come in and have a low day and be Londo 
Mollari. You have to come in with the energy to 
attack this man. From the very outset, in terms 
of the pilot, | made him an energetic guy, even in 
his bitterness, and his anger, and his drinking. 
One thing you know about Londo is that his fire 
is burning inside him. The furnace is hot. So, in 
terms of how | compare it to playing other peo- 
ple, Sid the Snitch for instance had a very low 
flame, was basically sliding in, would turn on 
when the dollar showed up, and would turn all 
the way down when there was no dollar. That’s 
the biggest distinction about Londo. You cannot 
come in low, you can’t have a down day. If you 
have a cold like | sort of have today you got trou- 
ble, you got to be really energetic. You can’t 
come in quite. 


Michael Zmuda 
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MOLLARI DENIES ALLEGATIONS OF CENTAURI 
INVOLVEMENT IN SHERIDAN’S ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT 


ISN EXCLUSIVE 

Conducted on Earth Alliance Station BABYLON 5 
Grid Epilson 470/18/22 

January 12, 2260 


Interstellar Network News: We want to thank you for taking the time 
to speak with us ambassador. 

Ambassador Londo Mollari: My pleasure to be with you. 

ISN: Since the end of the Narn-Centauri War your position as 
Ambassador to Babylon 5 has been 
of a higher profile, has you political 
affluence increased as well? 

LM: I have no political affluence, I 
am merely an ambassador on a small 
outpost on the outskirts of space. For 
you to compliment me that way, it's 
common. People are attracted to me, 
men and women, so probably you 
have eyes for me, that is alright; but 
in terms of my actual political power, 
I have none. I am merely an ambas- 
sador, a man doing his best in terms 
of diplomatic relations in the best 
interests of the Centauri Republic. I 
have no grand ideas or aspirations for 
myself, make no mistake. 

ISN: Many of the other governments 
have criticized the penalties that your 
government has imposed of the Narn 
as "draconian" in nature. Would you care to comment on those? 

LM: I would argue with your word "penalties", they weren't (penalties). 
These were the terms that the Narn Regime agreed to in the surrender. In 
order to control the situation, when a government collapses, the way the 
Narn did, their people can go "out of control". The Narns, as you know, 
are a reckless people. For us to put some restraints on them, was so that 
their people would not get hurt. In the long run, the situation will be safe 
for both Narn and Centauri. So I would take exception to your term 
“penalties”. 

ISN: Several of the Non-Aligned Worlds have protested the Centauri 
Republic's aggressive stance towards "disputed territories". What do you 
have to say to those governments about the Centauri Republic’s inten- 
tions? 

LM: Without sounding crude, all I have to say to the Non-Aligned 
Worlds is . . . would you like me to cut your meat for you, or will you cut 
it yourself? Can I force-feed you your pablum, or will you suck it from 
your own mother’s nipple? These are countries and people that are back- 
wards. So, I have nothing to say to them except that we are doing our 
best to lead them to a place of greater civilization, and ultimately, happi- 
ness. 

ISN: How has your personal relationship with the Earth Alliance and 
with humans changed after the signing of the Non-Aggression Treaty. 
Especially in light of the recent confrontation at Babylon 5 in which a 
Centauri Battlecruiser was destroyed? 


station. 


Centauri’s Ambassador Londo Mollari shown during a 
confrontation with Narn’s Ambassador G’Kar on the Babylon 5 


LM: Interesting enough, I think the treaty was a very important one, a 
step forward. After a war, it is a very crucial time, it is important to stabi- 
lize relations as much as possible. In terms of the unfortunate incident 
that you referred to . . . the humans, Captain Sheridan in particular, and 
the former commander, Sinclair; Ivanova and even the security officer, 
my good friend Mr. Garibaldi; they have inflated images of themselves, 
and so (they) make grave mistakes at times. They have an inflated idea of 
who they are and what they can do. They are [supposed to be] servants of 
their government, but they certainly don't see themselves that way. 
Certainly not Sheridan, certainly 
not Sinclair. They see themselves 
as “demi-gods”’. 

ISN: There was a recent assassina- 
tion attempt on Captain Sheridan 
several months ago, where various 
alien representatives reported see- 
ing a winged being of light some- 
how save Sheridan from certain 
death. You were there in the gar- 
den, what did you see? 

LM: (grumbling) This is starting 
to take on mythic proportions. I 
saw NOTHING, I have told others 
that I saw nothing. There was noth- 
ing there. I read an Earth “fairy- 
tale” . .. Humpty Dumpty? Humpty 
Dumpty sat on a wall. . . . This is all 
akin to that, MAKE-BELIEVE! 
Mickey Mouse, and Minnie Mouse. 
All very fine if you are a child and you like fantasy and make-believe. I 
personally saw nothing, I reported honestly. [But] if it amuses people, 
then I suppose it is fine. 

ISN: There were unconfirmed reports that Centauri assassins were 
involved in the attempt on Captain Sheridan’s life, do you have any 
knowledge of that? 

LM: Certainly I have no knowledge of that, but the operative word is 
“unconfirmed”. Narn propaganda, they have spent decades trying to 
destroy us through words. 

ISN: Recently your attache Vir Cotto was sent as an envoy to Minbar, is 
this an attempt to establish better relations with the Minbari? 

LM: [We] had to do something with Vir, yes? In terms of establishing 
relations with the Minbari, certainly that was an underlying concern. For 
me, it was important that I had to get Vir out of my hair, yes? [He] drives 
me nuts. So it was good to get him to do other things, and also he is 
growing up. So it is important for him to see the universe, and not be so 
naive and idealistic. 

ISN: What about the Vorlons? Have you had any personal experiences 
with them? 

LM: My feelings about the Vorlons are not unlike my feelings about the 
Minbari. [They have] very great, egotistical inflated images of them- 
selves. Have you ever talked to Vorlons? [They’re] humorless. * 


Dennis Bateman (transcribed by Tom Bateman) 
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A FURST-RATE PERFORMANCE 


Conducted at Babylonian Productions, 
Sun Valley, CA, January 12, 1996, 
by Michael Zmuda. 


oe Furst's makeup process for his char- 
acter Vir is not as intense a job as it is for 
characters like Delenn or Londo, his day gener- 
ally starts a little later then some of the other 
actors who need to go through the time-con- 
suming process. He arrived at the makeup trail- 
er around 10:00 in the morning. Today 
Stephen was scheduled to do scenes for 
“Interludes And Examinations’. 

| watched Stephen throughout the day as he 
created some dramatic scenes with Ed Wasser. 
During lunch break | caught Stephen talking to 
Andreas Katsulas about investments. It was a 


Makeup artist Tracie Smith blends the hair 
on Vir’s headpiece to Stephen’s real hair as 
his dog, Maggie, relaxes. 


bit amusing since they were both in 
full costume. 

By 7:00 pm, after finishing 
up a long day of shooting, 
Stephen still had energy to sit 
in the back lot of Babylonian 
Productions and discuss his 
experiences as an actor. 

Though Stephen admit- 
ted that one of his earli- 
est roles was playing a 
department store 
Santa Claus, he gave 
credit to his aunt for 
inspiring him to 
choose acting as a 
profession. “| saw my 
aunt in a play, it looked like 
she was having fun, that’s 
how | got started. Then | 
went to college and got a 
degree in acting, came out 
to Hollywood and delivered 
pizzas for awhile.” 

When Stephen's agent 
called him and told him that 
the producers of BABYLON 
5 wanted to see him, he went in understanding 
what he might be getting into. “I knew it was a 
successful show. | always hope for the best.” 

Stephen welcomes the way his character has 
progressed, from a novice assistant, to some- 
one who takes command of situations. “Anytime 
the character has another layer of depth its 
always more fun to play.” 

He also appreciates the seriousness of Vir’s 
new direction. Though many fans may recognize 


Stephen Furst 
Ambassador Mollari’s 
assistant, Vir Cotto 


him from his role as Flounder in Animal 
House, his acting experience also includes 

dramatic roles. “I did five years on St. 
Elsewhere, there were a lot of serious 
scenes.” 

Stephen enjoys his role as Vir and 

points out what direction he would like 
to have Vir follow. “The same direc- 
tion he is - high moral values, a 
good person, more challenging to 
his boss [Londo].” 

He describes his most memo- 
rable moment on the set: 
“When Peter Jurasik (who 
plays Londo) and | had to learn 
a Centauri opera and sing it to 
each other. That was kind of fun. 
lt wasn’t ad-libbed, we had the lyrics, 
the score, and the music.” 

As far as favorite actors go, 
Stephen enjoys working with Peter. 
Unfortunately his parts don’t give him 
the opportunity to work with guests 
stars. 

When asked what his favorite 
episodes are Stephen replied, “I like 
the Technomage episode [“The 
Geometry Of Shadows”], when | was being 
chased by the Technomages. | like #313 ["Sic 
Transit Vir”].” 

Aside from BABYLON 5 Stephen's future 
looks quite busy. “I do a reoccurring part on 
Chicago Hope. | am in basic preproduction on a 
movie that I'll be directing in May, hopefully. It’s 
called | Shot The Sheriff, it's a dark comedy... 
kind of like a Pulp Fiction type thing. 4> 
Michael Zmuda 


LADY MAJEL BARRETT-RODDENBERRY 


Conducted at the For The Kids Convention, 
Sheraton Hotel - Charlottesville, VA, 
May 11, 1996, by Tom Bateman 


The Centaurian Sentinel: How did you come 
about doing B5? 

Majel Barrett-Roddenberry: \We were in 
England, doing a convention. Word got to Joe 
that | might be interested in doing a guest 
appearance; and he said “Would you?” and | 
said “Sure. | have no objection to it.” The next 
morning there was a script under my hotel 
room door and | read it and he said “Well, do 
you like it?” and | said, “I loved it, I'd love to do 
it.” and so that’s how it happened. 

CS: What did you think about B5? 

MBR: | liked it, | thought BABYLON 5 was a 
very intelligently done show, and it’s quite 
charming. 

CS: Many Trekkers have been hostile to BABY- 
LON 5 out of loyalty to Star Trek, what would 
you have to say to them? 

MBR: It's silly in the first place, there’s no 
competition between them, they're two 
ENTIRELY different shows, they have nothing to 


Majel Barrett-Roddenberry 
Lady Morella with Ambassador Mollari 


do with each other. | think the public has done 
more of that, than anyone in the industry hon- 
estly. There shouldn't be any, they're both intelli- 
gently done shows. 
CS: What do you feel B5 is doing nowadays, 
that Star Trek isn't 
MBR: One of them is totally episodic, which is 
Star Trek, it doesn’t matter what day you 
watch. You don’t have to watch them in any 
numerical order, it's still going to be there. 
Whereas if you miss one episode of BABYLON 
5, you might wonder ‘what happened?” | think 
that's about the only difference there is. 
CS: |f Gene Roddenberry were alive today, 
what do you think he would say about 
BABYLON 5? 
MBR: | think he and Joe would be very great 
friends, and | think that they would compare a 
lot of notes and | think he would admire it, with- 
out a doubt. 
CS: Can we expect to see Lady Morella again? 
MBR: | told Joe that | would love to do it again 
and he said, “Great,” but | don’t know, if it fits 
into the show, that’s how it'll happen. £P 

Tom Bateman 


THE COMING OF SHADOWS - Season 2 Episode Guide 


“The Babylon Project was our last, best hope for peace. 


“A self-contained world, five miles long, located in neutral 
territory. 


“A place of commerce and diplomacy for a quarter of a mil- 
lion humans and aliens... 
“A shining beacon in space, all alone in the night. 


“It was the dawn of the Third Age of Mankind, the year the 
Great War came upon us all. 


“This is the story of the last of the Babylon stations. 


“The name of the place... is Babylon 5.” 


Captain John J. Sheridan 
second season opening narration 


From left to right, (standing) Andrea Thompson as Talia Winters, Andreas 
Katsulas as G’Kar, Mira Furlan as Delenn, Peter Jurasik as Londo Mollari, 
Richard Biggs as Stephen Franklin, (sitting) Jerry Doyle as Michael 
Garibaldi, Bruce Boxleitner as John Sheridan, and Claudia Christian as 
Susan Ivanova. 


Episodes for BABYLON 5's second season, titled 
“The Coming Of Shadows,” are listed in order of airing. 
The order of episode production is also listed, starting with 
#201. Since BABYLON 5 is shown on different nights in 
many viewing areas the air dates are listed by the day that it 
aired in the United States. 


Points Of Departure 
Air Date 11/02/94, Episode #23, Production #201 
Writer: J. Michael Straczynski, Director: Janet Greek 


Revelations 
Air Date 11/09/94, Episode #24, Production #202 
Writer: J. Michael Straczynski, Director: Jim Johnston 


The Geometry Of Shadows 
Air Date 11/16/94, Episode #25, Production #203 
Writer: J. Michael Straczynski, Director: Michael Vejar 


A Distant Star 
Air Date 11/23/94, Episode #26, Production #204 
Writer: DC Fontana, Director: Jon Johnston 


The Long Dark 
Air Date 11/30/94, Episode #27, Production #205 
Writer: Scott Frost, Director: Mario Dileo 


A Spider In The Web 
Air Date 12/07/94, Episode #28, Production #206 
Writer: Larry DiTillio, Director: Kevin Cremins 


Soul Mates 
Air Date 12/14/94, Episode #29, Production #208 
Writer: Peter David, Director: John C. Flinn Ill 


A Race Through Dark Places 

Air Date 1/25/95, Episode #30, Production #207 
Writer: J. Michael Straczynski, Director: Jim Johnston 
The Coming Of Shadows 

Air Date 2/01/95, Episode #31, Production #209 
Writer: J. Michael Straczynski, Director: Janet Greek 
GROPOS 

Air Date 2/08/95, Episode #32, Production #210 
Writer: Larry DiTillio, Director: Jim Johnston 


All Alone In The Night 
Air Date 2/15/95, Episode #33, Production #211 
Writer: J. Michael Straczynski, Director: Mario Dileo 


Acts Of Sacrifice 
Air Date 2/22/95, Episode #34, Production #212 
Writer: J. Michael Straczynski, Director: Jim Johnston 


Hunter, Prey 
Air Date 3/01/95, Episode #35, Production #213 
Writer: J. Michael Straczynski, Director: Menachem Binetski 


There All The Honor Lies 
Air Date 4/26/95, Episode #36, Production #215 
Writer: Peter David, Director: Mike Vejar 


And Now For A Word 

Air Date 5/03/95, Episode #37, Production #214 
Writer: J. Michael Straczynski, Director: Mario Dileo 
In The Shadow Of Z’ha’dum 

Air Date 5/10/95, Episode #38, Production #217 
Writer: J. Michael Straczynski, Director: David Eagle 
Knives 


Air Date 5/17/95, Episode #39, Production #216 
Writer: Larry DiTillio, Director: Stephen Posey 


Confessions And Lamentations 

Air Date 5/24/95, Episode #40, Production #218 
Writer: J. Michael Straczynski, Director: Kevin Cremin 
Divided Loyalties 

Air Date 10/11/95, Episode #41, Production #220 
Writer: J. Michael Straczynski, Director: John C. Flinn Ill 
The Long, Twilight Struggle 

Air Date 10/18/95, Episode #42, Production #219 
Writer: J. Michael Straczynski, Director: Jesús Treviño 
Comes The Inquisitor 

Air Date 10/25/95, Episode #43, Production #221 
Writer: J. Michael Straczynski, Director: Mike Vejar 
The Fall Of Night 

Air Date 11/01/95, Episode #44, Production #222 
Writer: J. Michael Straczynski, Director: Janet Greek 
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The Fall Of Night (#222) 


utside Babylon 5 space, Lt. Warren Keffer, commander of Zeta 

Squadron, engages in war games with a member of Delta Squadron. 
After being hit, Captain Sheridan counsels him and all the other pilots on 
the importance of tactical maneuvering. He notes that most aliens, the 
Centauri in particular, are willing to use such maneuvers to destroy their 
enemies. The practice is interrupted by lvanova, who summons the Captain 
back to the station. Leaving, he orders the squadrons to continue the 
drills. 

In the Zocalo, Vir nurses a drink at a bar. Without a word, Lennier takes 
up a spot alongside of him. Both talk out loud to themselves, revealing the 
frustrations they both have of being near the center of important events, 
and yet being helpless to do anything about it. “Makes me nervous,” they 
both say simultaneously. Both look at each other, then agree to meet again 
the same time tomorrow. 

As Sheridan prepares to meet with the Drazi and Pak’Ma’Ra ambas- 
sadors, he remarks that the Starfury squadrons need to get better, to pre- 
pare for possible conflicts ahead. In his office, the ambassadors confirm 
reports that the Centauri are beginning to encroach on both their territo- 
ries, and that others in the League of Non-Aligned Worlds are at risk. 
“War is spreading,” warns the Drazi ambassador, “Perhaps soon, they 
even attack you.” 

Sheridan angrily confronts Londo about his government's blatant aggres- 
sion. “You mean that blasting the Narn back to the Stone Age wasn’t 
enough?” Londo offers only that the Centauri are attempting to stabilize the 
situation by creating a buffer zone. He warns Sheridan that his authority 
ends at Babylon 5, and not to pursue delusions of grandeur. “You will not 
survive them.” 

Later, the Captain is surprised when Garibaldi voices his compassion for 
Londo. As the closest thing to a friend that Ambassador Mollari has, the 
Security Chief sees him as being caught up in events that are beyond his 


Ambassador G’Kar and Susan Ivanova become awestruck ... 


control. Sheridan hopes that someone in Earthdome will read his report on 
the situation and do something. As if in answer to his thoughts, Ivanova 
reports that an Earth Alliance transport has arrived, carrying Frederick 
Lantz, a representative of the Ministry of Peace. 

In the pilots’ locker room, Lt. Keffer wonders why the Captain seems on 
edge during these latest drills. One pilot mentions that perhaps he’s con- 
cerned about the ‘ghost’. When Keffer inquires more, she can only remem- 
ber that a couple of pilots described it as “A cross between a spider and 
your worst nightmare.” 

Sheridan and Ivanova meet Lantz, who is accompanied by Mr. Welles, a 
director of the Nightwatch program. B5’s commander voices his relief that 
Earth seems finally prepared to set policy regarding the Centauri aggres- 
sion. Lantz is confident of his purpose and asks to arrange for meetings 
with the Centauri and ambassadors of the Non-aligned worlds who are 


being threatened by the current situation. In the meantime, Welles 
announces that he will meet with Nightwatch members on station. 

In the Zocalo, Keffer meets up with Mitch Harvey, a fellow pilot. He 
starts to leave when Keffer asks him about the ‘ghost’, but stops as Keffer 
admits that he’s seen it too, providing a vivid description of it. Harvey 
warns him that he’s better off staying away from anything like that. 

Ivanova attends to Mr. Lantz, who muses to her about the holiday sea- 
son which is beginning back on Earth. They talk about family, and Lantz 
explains that he has come on behalf of his grandchildren and the future. 
He hopes to leave a legacy for them, a legacy of peace. 

Corwin reports to Sheridan that he is detecting a jumppoint forming on 
the far side of Epsilon 3, out of range of other ships, where only Babylon 5 
can detect it. Both are surprised when they detect a Narn heavy cruiser, 
which immediately hails them. Sheridan answers the communiqué from 
Warleader Na’Kal. He reports that his ship was on a top-secret scouting 
mission when the Narn homeworld was conquered. Since then, they have 
fought on and off with Centauri pursuers. Having spent the last of their 
energy reserves to make it to Babylon 5 and in desperate need of time and 
repairs, Na’Kal asks Sheridan for sanctuary. 

Ivanova is fixing herself some tea when Mr. Welles comes in. In this 
informal setting, he asks her about her career and her ambitions. She con- 
fides that at this point she is happy to be on Babylon 5, and that several 
years down the road, she'd look forward to taking over command of the 
station, or to perhaps command a starship herself. Welles offers her a 
chance to work with the 
Nightwatch program due to 
her position of influence, and 
that in return for her aid, 
she may be helped along 
with her career. She flatly 
declines, noting that his offer 
confirms her worst fears 
about the Nightwatch. “It 
may take me a few years to 
get there, and when | do, I'l 
have done it honestly. My 
hands are clean. Are yours?” 
Unfazed, Welles offers to 
keep the opportunity open to 
her indefinitely. 

G'Kar is enthused as 
Sheridan tells him of the 
Narn cruiser. He also tells 
the former ambassador 
about Mr. Lantz, and G'Kar 
asks if it would be possible to 
see him, and Sheridan can't figure out why not. 

Mr. Welles gathers an informal meeting of the Nightwatch personnel on 
the station. He questions Zack Allen about the lack of reports received 
from him. Allen confesses that he was using his own discretion, and that 
he’s not entirely comfortable with the prospect of reporting people for mak- 
ing statements against the government. Welles questions his loyalty, then 
offers to make it simple, and merely confirm the reports about a certain 
shop owner complaining about trade prices. Allen acknowledges the fact, 
which seems to satisfy Mr. Welles. 

In the flight locker room, Mitch delivers a data crystal to Lt. Keffer. He 
explains that it contains data which may lead him to the mysterious ship. 
As he leaves, Mitch warns Keffer one last time not to go searching for it, 
and wipes his hands clean of the matter. 

As Mr. Lantz and Ivanova leave to meet with Ambassador Mollari, they 
are stopped by G'Kar. Lantz is clearly uncomfortable and rebuffs G’Kar’s 
request for an audience, leaving G'Kar helpless and bewildered. Elsewhere, 
in C&C, Na’Kal reports that repairs are going slowly, and that they cannot 
afford to take their jump engines offline, as this would leave their ship vul- 
nerable to attack. Sheridan assures him that Babylon 5 will protect them 
as long as they are controlled space. Na’Kal agrees to take the main 
engines offline immediately, and thanks the Captain for his help. 

Lantz, Welles, and Ivanova come to C&C. The MiniPax rep is disturbed 
about the Captain authorizing the use of Centauri combat models in war 
games training and demands that Sheridan stop at once. He then 


... as Kosh is forced to reveal his identity in 
an attempt to save John Sheridan. To every 
race he appears different... 


announces that doing 
so threatens the negoti- 
ations that he is con- 
cluding. To the Captain 
and lvanova’s astonish- 
ment, Lantz announces 
that he will sign a non- 
aggression treaty with 
the Centauri Republic. 
“We will, at last, know 
peace in our time.” 

As Welles leaves, 
one of the C&C techs 
comes after him. 
Apologizing for missing 
his meeting, she offers 
him some information. 
Afterwards, Sheridan is 
furious. He confesses to Ivanova his frustration that the Earth Alliance is 
willing to sacrifice the Non-aligned worlds in order to appease the Centauri. 
Unexpectedly, Ivanova offers him a gift in honor of the holidays. Pulling out 
a piece of metal, he looks at it quizzically. Ivanova explains that it’s shrapnel 
from the Black Star, and she presents it as a reminder to him that “The 
impossible is possible.” 

Londo interrupts them demanding to know why Sheridan is harboring a 
Narn cruiser. Sheridan cuts him off as Ivanova explains that the Nightwatch 
must have found out. Knowing that the Centauri are on their way, the two 
rush to C&C. There, Sheridan contacts Na’Kal and urges him to leave the 
area at once. A jumppoint opens and a Centauri battlecruiser arrives to 
block the Narn ship's escape. Sheridan orders Zeta Squadron to scramble, 
and he activates the defense grid. 

At that moment, Lantz enters and protests wildly. Sheridan explains that 
he promised the Narn ship sanctuary and has him escorted off the com- 
mand deck. The Captain then sends a message to Ambassador Mollari and 
the Centauri warship that they will respond if fired upon with deadly force. 
Corwin reports that the Centauri are now targeting the Narn ship, Zeta 
Squadron and the station itself. The seconds tick away as the Narn ship 
approaches the jumpgate, then the Centauri open fire. 

The defense grid holds up as Keffer deploys Zeta Squadron to attack. 
The bombardment continues and the station takes a direct hit. “Launch 
Everything We've Got!” orders Sheridan as every cannon on the station 
fires at the Centauri cruiser. Zeta Squadron puts on the finishing touches 
as they escort the Narn cruiser safely through the jumpgate. Sheridan 
orders medical teams to deploy, but it is too late. The Centauri battlecruis- 
er explodes, disintegrating into a million pieces. 

Lantz conveys his outrage, blaming Sheridan for provoking a diplomatic 
incident. Sheridan is firm in his belief that the Centauri provoked the 
attack. Surprisingly, Welles defends the Captain's actions, and reveals that 
the Joint Chiefs support them. However, he notes that Sheridan should 
have notified them immediately when the Narn ship arrived, and that the 
conflict could have been avoided. They tell Sheridan that the Centauri, in 
the interests of peace, have offered to drop the matter in exchange for an 
apology, to be held at a meeting of the ambassadors in the Zen Garden. 
The captain flatly refuses, until Welles informs him that if he does not apol- 
ogize, he could be removed from command of Babylon 5. 

As Zeta Squadron continues to escort the Narn cruiser, Keffer detects 
evidence that matched the data recorded by Lt. Harvey. Ordering the 
squadron to continue escorting the cruiser past the next jumpgate, he 
breaks off to investigate. 

Contemptuously, Sheridan dons his dress uniform and rehearses his 
‘apology’, then heads for the meeting. As he heads for the central trans- 
port, he is followed by a pair of Centauri. In the garden, Ivanova waits with 
the ambassadors. She notices G'Kar and urges him to leave. He suggests 
that perhaps he should speak on behalf of Sheridan, but she explains that 
that might not be prudent under the circumstances. Elsewhere, Delenn 
meets with Ambassador Kosh, and they move to a more secluded area. 

Lt. Keffer spots the immense Shadow warship drifting through hyper- 
space. He begins recording and ejects a homing beacon and flight 
recorder. The vessel turns toward him and he screams as his body 
appears to be vaporized. 


... to the Minbari present he appears to be a 
Minbari with wings ... 


On the shuttle transport, the other passengers get off, leaving the 
Captain alone. Sheridan notices the lone Centauri sneering at him as he 
leaves. As the shuttle advances, he hears a high-pitched whine, and sees 
an object where the Centauri was sitting. He uses his command override 
to open the shuttle doors and jumps out into open space. Moments later, 
the shuttle explodes behind him. 

The crowd in the Zen Garden watches in horror as Sheridan falls help- 
lessly towards the ground. Ivanova orders rescue teams to hurry. Hidden 
away, Delenn looks to the Vorlon. “Kosh, you know what is at stake! If you 
are going to do anything, you must do it now!” With that, Kosh’s headpiece 
lifts up, exposing a brilliant light. As the others watch helplessly, Delenn 
looks up in wonder as a winged Minbari figure ascends. “Valeria!” gasps 
Lennier. “Droshalla!” is the Drazi ambassador's reaction as he watches the 
same brilliant figure, who is clearly Drazi. G'Kar gazes in amazement as he 
recognizes “G'Lan” a Narn legend. Londo, standing alone, wears a puzzled 
expression. 

As the ‘angel’ approaches him, Sheridan stares in disbelief as it reaches 
out its hands and guides him slowly and safely to the ground. “Kosh?” asks 
Sheridan, to which the figure nods before flying up and disappearing from 
sight. 

In his quarters, Sheridan ponders his recent experience. Delenn comes 
in to reassure him that it was Kosh who appeared to everyone, and that 
everyone saw him differently, as something out of their faith, religion, or 
legend. The Captain understands why Kosh once said that if he revealed 
himself, he would be recognized by everyone. Somewhat skeptical as to the 
Vorlons’ motives, he 
wonders whether 
they have been 
manipulated to react 
to the Vorlons ina 
certain way. "It is as 
you say, a matter of 
perspective," says 
Delenn, who realizes 
that once the Vorlons 
revealed themselves 
to others, that they 
may be strong 
enough to oppose 

the Shadows, which 
still may not be the case. Ivanova interrupts to deliver a grim report; Zeta 
Squadron has returned, but without Lt. Keffer, who is reported missing. 

In the Zocalo, a Narn and a Drazi argue about who they saw appear. The 
Narn dismisses it all, noting that it is a promising sign for the new year, 
and that the station is blessed. The Drazi looks over at Londo and asks 
what he saw. “Nothing. | saw nothing,” is his bitter response as he leaves. 

“It was the end of the Earth Year 2259, and the war was upon us. As 
anticipated, a few days after the Earth-Centauri Treaty was announced, the 
Centauri widened to include many of the Non-aligned worlds,” says Ivanova 
as Londo berates the council with his government's demands. “And there 
was another war brewing closer to home; a personal one whose cost 
would be higher that any of us could imagine,” she remarks as Zack watch- 
es the shop owner being taken away on charges of sedition. 

In her quarters, Ivanova lights a menorah in honor of her Jewish faith. 
“We came to this place because Babylon 5 was our last, best hope for 
peace. By the end of 2259, we knew that it had failed. But in so doing, it 
became something greater. As the war expanded, it became our last, best 
hope for victory; because sometimes peace is another word for surrender, 
and secrets have a way of getting out.” 

An exclusive report by ISN reports finding a flight recorder with images 
of an unknown alien ship. The reporter notes that Earthdome has no idea 
what it is, but promises to investigate. The vessel turns towards the cam- 
era and a beam of energy flares out, eliminating the camera source. 

“The Fall Of Night” was written by J. Michael Straczynski, produced by 
John Copeland, directed by Janet Greek, with John C. Flinn III as Director 
of Photography. Roy Dotrice - Frederick Lantz, Juli Donald - Pilot #1, Rick 
Hamilton - Mitch, Robin Sachs - Na’Kal, John Vickery - Mr. Wells, Donovan 
Brown - Pak'Ma’Ra Ambassador, Mark Hendrickson - Narn #1, Joshua 
Patton - Human/Minbari Kosh, Kim Strauss - Drazi Ambassador = 

summary by Dennis Bateman 


...to the Narns he appears to be a Narn with wings. 


¥6* 966L Ainr 


+10 The Centaurian Sentinel 


ood news, bad new for BABYLON 5. The good news: John C. 

Flinn Ill and Babylonian Productions have been nominated for a 
1996 Prime Time Emmy for “Outstanding Individual Achievement in 
Cinematography for a Series” for the episode “Comes the Inquisitor.” 

The bad news: The following is from a post that J. Michael 
Straczynski left on GEnie. “After 3 years, we're finally, FINALLY, 
going to get a good sized article in TV Guide (July 27th) as part of 
their SF round up. They sent a photo crew out to do the shoot. 
Very difficult and elaborate, cast came in on breaks and cut short 
time away to do it. 

“So today WB calls to say that after Federal Expressing the origi- 
nal negatives, transparencies, everything, to NY in time for the arti- 
cle, the truck carrying the art was hijacked at gunpoint, and everything 
inside went with it. So now it's too late to redo the shoot, and they'll have 
to go with older art provided by WB. 

“We can't catch a break on this show. . . .” 

More good news: the UK will be getting the final five episodes of season 
three starting in August. More bad news: the US will not be seeing these 
episodes until October. 

The Official Babylon 5 Fan Club newsletter and membership packages 
have started to ship. According to Jim Lockett, B5FC coordinator, the 
response to the club has been overwhelming. Now that he has an assistant 
things appear to be running smoother. JMS recently posted on GEnie why 
the newsletter was taking awhile to ship. “At some point along the way, 
somebody decided to mail out the BS newsletters bulk mail. This is prob- 
lematic at best. So we're going to start switching over to 1st or 2nd class 
to ensure delivery. They're going out in batches.” If you have any questions 
regarding the club Jim can be contacted at: The Official BS Fan Club, RO. 
Box 856, North Hollywood, CA 91603; JPLBS@AOL.COM. 

John Copeland donated a BABYLON 5 crew hat and a cast/crew watch 
to Viewers For Quality Television's annual fund raiser, which will be held on 
September 27, as part of their “Conference for Quality Television”. 

Stephen Smith, the person responsible for writing the copy on the B5 
trading cards reported the following surprises online regarding the second 


card series. “The chase set | think is really awesome is “The Coming of 
Shadows.” Nine CGls of Shadow ships from episodes covering the three 
seasons. One is the Shadow ship over the Martian surface, from Mary 
Kirkish's perspective. Another is the Shadow ship destroying the Psi Corps 
base on Gannymede. And seven more after that! 

“There will be one *very* rare card, called a “superchase” card. Some of 
you may have heard that the late artist Peter Ledger designed an original 
B5 logo that was sent to the first 100 B5 Fan Club subscribers. We will 
issue that as a special card with text describing Mr. Ledger's contribution 
to B5, in his memory. 

“Now, here's the one that's going to drive all of you nuts. 

“Joe Straczynski has agreed to sign 1,000 cards PERSONALLY. They will 
be randomly distributed throughout all the boxes. (How will you know he 
really signed them? Straczynski will be spelled correctly.) 

“Here’s another chase idea you're going to love. We've requested the art- 
work for all the Nightwatch posters, the Army of Light posters, and the Psi 
Corps posters. These will be printed on folded paper, which when open will 
be about the size of four cards, 2x2. There should be 12 in all. 

“We're also looking at a “Creator's Collection” chase set. About ten 
images for which Joe will provide previously unrevealed facts (but not spoil- 
ers!). For example, Sinclair might be on the front. On the back it might say, 
“When in seminary Sinclair had a pet gopher named Hymie He took it with 
him to prayers every day. He had to get rid of it after it bit a finger off the 
archbishop.” You get the idea. 

“Finally . . . And this will drive you collectors absolutely mad . . . We're 
going to issue 50 trivia cards. There will be about five categories, so you'll 
have five questions per card. For the math impaired, that's 250 questions 
in total.” 

JMS revealed the title of episode #322 to be “Z’ha’dum.” 

Happy Birthday Jerry Doyle (July 16) and JMS (July 17)! 

lt appears that the new equipment that the postal system installed 
has been mutilating some of the newsletters before they get to 
subscribers. If this does happen to your issue please contact us for a 
replacement copy. sla Mykl 


My Fellow Babylonians, 


As the the Sentinel has diligently stated in the May issue, the second 
series of the BABYLON 5 cards are in preproduction. For those of you 
who will be placing orders through other channels than your local comic 
book shop, I wish to pass on a word of warning... 

There’s a company in Indianapolis called “Dead Parrot”. Last year, they 
advertised boxes of B5 cards for sale. DO NOT order from these people! I 
sent $65.00 for a box almost a year ago, and Valen only knows where that 
box is now. According to my mom’s bank statement, her check cleared and 
was cashed. But no cards. And no explanations. 

So PLEASE, only order from someone you know and trust!! 


Amanda Wells, Huber Heights, OH 


Editor’s Reply: We are sorry to here about your situation. Unfortunately 
from time to time you may encounter an unreliable dealer, or orders may 
get lost in the mail. We will be listing the addresses of reliable sources to 
order merchandise from in the August issue. The safest place to order the 
new series of cards would be your local comic book store. 


THE ZOCALO EXCHANGE 
PEN PALS 


WANTED 


Street, Brooklyn, NY 11215. 


SWM LOOKING FOR PEN PALS. My name is David K. Robinson — | love B5, all 4 Star Treks, Doctor Who, Star Wars, and Fantasy. Please write to me at 
2413 Walker Chapel Road, Fultondale, AL 35068-1512, or call me after 4:30 pm EST at 1-205/841-3333. Thank you very much. 


PM LOOKING FOR HOLOGRAMS #4 & #7 FOR THE BABYLON 5 CARD SET. Contact: Cindy Manship, 7730 Blackshear Drive, Huber Heights, OH 45424. 
ANYONE HAVE THE FIRST SET OF TRADING CARDS FOR SALE? I’m only interested in the cards not the holograms. Contact: Ira S. Drucker, 687 10th 


WANTED - GOOD COPIES OF “THE GATHERING” TO “SOUL MATES”. Contact: Scott Vela, 136 Pine Lane, Glenwood, IL 60425. 
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